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RADIOFARDA

VOICE OF AMERICA IN FARSI

Radio Farda “tomorrow’s voice” is the radio broadcast and internet site which is paid and managed by Americans; Radio Farda is supposed to present in its daily news and commentaries, if any, the United States’ point of view to Farsi speaking Iranians and neighboring countries. Can people who listen to Radio Farda or read site’s posted material come to the conclusion that this radio and site represent the United States’ government and its people point of view? When one listens to Radio Farda, can he or she see where America stands concerning the challenging issues facing relationship of the Islamic Republic and American’s government? How helpful is Radio Farda in explaining the United States’ foreign policies: such as its immense responsibility to keep the peace around the world, to promote free-trade, its fairness, its struggle for human rights, and support for advancement of democracy. 
What is opinion of a regular listener to Radio Farda concerning the conflicting issues between the Islamic Republic and American’s government? Does Radio Farda’s responsibility is to show which side of the conflict has the best interest of the Iranian people? As any well-informed Iran’s political observer knows, anti-western political belief and suspicion have embedded in the Iranian political atmosphere; does Radio Farda’s responsibility is to challenge and to fight with these myths and superstitions, which has clouded political views  of Iranians for the last hundred years? Which segment of Iranian people is Radio Farda’s targeted audience? Aren’t listeners of Radio Farda supposed to be pro-western, pro-democracy, pro-private-enterprise; and freedom loving Iranians who find their home in Radio Farda, or Iranians which Radio Farda supposed to exposed them to these ideas?

 Who has access to Radio Farda to present his ideas to its listeners and readers of its site? Are they pre-Islamic revolution critics of America for supporting the Shah’s regime, or pro-Islamic revolutionaries who discarded buy Islamic regime and gained employment just for their experience? What is the point? Well presentation of wrong intentions or presentation of right intentions with the goal of a well presentation.


In evaluating Radio Farda, however, what kind of journalism, in reality, we face and after so many years what do we have to show for? Do we see a segment of Iranian population totally or partially pro-American policy, pro-west, or pro-private enterprise who in any conflict with Islamic Republic not only for the interest of America but also for the interest of Iranian people support American policies? Are we able to assure generous American tax-payers that we well-spent their money and we have made friends for America to show for it?

As the site of Radio Farda content shows, which is copied from the radio broadcast, the raw news reported in competition with Islamist, socialist, and communist sites. If radio Farda represents democracy and freedom, it could not be in line with well-known enemies of western democracies. There are a considerable amount of news from the Islamic Republic, that any interested person can find them in hundreds of pro-Islamic Republic internet sites or in foreign based Islamic Republic political opposition’s sites outside Iran. Naturally, the Islamic Republic creates the kind of news that promotes its combative religious goals. But is it the job of Radio Farad to echo Islamic Republic propaganda or to shield Iranian people from its disastrous acceptance as the truth.

What is sad about Radio Farda is that it does not challenge the Islamic Republic intellectually (IR). When IR creates news as a result of actions that IR had been taken, with a challenging nature to the world, or promotes a wrong perception of west, IR is   propagating its twisted truth under the pretext of news. There must be a reason for the ineffectiveness of Iranians and foreigners opposition to the Islamic Republic, not only for its survival for last twenty six years, but also for IR increase of strength and influence in the Middle East. What is the great comprehensive question that we must ask from ourselves for our failure to meet the challenges the Islamic Republic throwing at us? Iranian intellectuals are toying with tested and failed ideas of last hundred yeas: swimming in the ideas of nationalism, socialism, imperialism, and tradition in the expense of friendship of nations, democracy, private enterprise, entrepreneurship, and progress.

Radio Farda’s Iranian staff, like the rest of Iranian intellectuals, do not have the courage even when they believe, which is in doubt, to express that the Islamic Republic is wrong when disputing with the west concerning serious issues, simply because they are afraid of being labeled traitors by those who are degrading Iran for last one hundred years.


Radio Farda needs to become a real voice of democracy and promote its ingredients: such as advantage of friendship with western democracies, facing and disputing Islamic Republic claims that west has imperialistic agenda and exploitation mandate for other counties, promoting industrial entrepreneurship. Radio Farda must stress on the vast social programs for economic justice in the United States, to respond to communist’s and Islamist fascist’s accusation of the United States the land of heartless capitalist. If Radio Farda really wants to be the voice of the American people, it needs to change the merit of its journalism and follow the common sense not prevailing political views among Iranian’s journalists.      info@iranpolitics.org
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