Hezb Allah’s New Attack


The recent arrest of several Iranian visiting academics in Iran surprised pro-engagement with Islamic Republic (IR) through negotiations. These are the Iranians who left their country after the 1979 revolution and became US and European Nations citizens; they traveled to Iran regularly to visit their families while observing political, social, and economic development and gave guidance to the US regarding the best course of action in dealing with the Islamic Republic’s hostile posture. The arrest of Iranians well positioned in US academic establishments as well as influential institutions who promoted coexistence with the Islamic Republic and tolerance of its threatening behavior toward western counties created considerable amount of speculations.   
Who are these Iranians who walked into the hands of their captors?  Haleh Esfandiari is a professor and director of the Middle East Program at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. The president of the same center, Lee Hamilton, co-authored the Baker- Hamilton Iraq Study. The 67-year old Esfandiari was a journalist before the collapse of the Shah’s regime in the left leaning influential national news paper. The same paper under Hezb Allah regime is accusing Esfandiari of being a Zionist and an agent of Israel, while calling her spy for Israel and the US. She is accused of participating in a Velvet Revolution planning like Georgia and Ukraine to over throw the IR regime. Her husband, a professor and an author Shoul Bakhash, wrote a book about the Iranian Revolution which could not be well received by Islamic Republics’ echelon. Others are: Kian Tajbakhsh, with the George Soros’ Open Society Institute a well known Bush administration critic, the US run radio Farda reporter Parnaz Azima, and Ali Shakeri a leftist activist during the Iranian Revolution, later surfaced as a Khatami supporter and finally transformed into a democrat, funded and became board member of the Center For Citizen Peacebuilding at UC Irvin.     
What are the well penetrated Iranian intellectuals in American universities reasons to safe guard the Islamic Republic? Why does the Islamic Republic intentionally create a new reason to be criticized? What is Islamic Republic’s reasoning for attacking its pro IR intellectuals? Why IR is alienating the unalienable Iranians who after twenty eight years still trying to save the Islamic Republic regime from annihilation for the grave threat poses to western civilization? 

After the 1979 revolution the entire leftist spectrum, the only dominated none religious political ideology which was controlling government institutions, media, and universities, pushed out of their well trenched privileged positions and replaced by young energetic Hezb Allah cadres. With the beginning of the Iraq- Iran war these talented miss directed intellectuals, who succeeded in planning and executing their own social, political, economic demise, under Islamist social pressure and unaccustomed new social and economic class began to immigrate to the United States and European Countries. They began a new life in a new country from scratch under cultural shock, social alienation, and lower class status; with their intellectual abilities and determination, they regained their social status and economic class in their new country similar to the country they were nurtured by and left. And where ever these Iranians settled they succeeded in business and in universities to represent a higher percentage than their population. But what have not changed that much, contrary to their life experience, was their political inclinations. Their political views were demonstrated where it mattered most by the universities’ professors, authors, and journalists. 
The unexpected election of Mohammad Khatami, a scholarly moderate cleric, to the presidency of the Islamic Republic renewed the connection of Iranian intellectuals aboard to Iran, which almost completely was interrupted. Eight years of Mohammad Khatami’s presidency, in the beginning, produced Islamic social moderation. Islamist women oppressive policies specially were reduced, road blocks removed for Iranians aboard to travel to Iran, and Islamic government in Iran and aboard began to act civilized. Hezb Allah establishment, however, regrouped under the leadership of the Vally Faghhi (supreme leader). Hezb Allah stacked the Majlas (parliament) with hand picked supporters through the appointed Shorai Khabragan (assembly of experts), threw a few of the Khatami ministers in to jail, killed four political opposition, clamped down on the news papers, and maintained Khatami as a lame dock president. Moderates, unlike Hezb Allah, were not a fighting force; they were a group of idealist who were trying to combine incompatible ideas like religious government and free society.

Ahmadinejad’s manipulated and arranged election to presidency of the Islamic Republic ended what ever influence the so called moderates had. Hezb Allah, which properly could be call Islamo fascist for the brutal treatment of its own countrymen opposition and expansionist designs, now is in charge of all government ministries. Ahmadinejad assertive administration does not have only score to settle internationally concerning its quest for atomic bomb, but also intends to punish those Iranians aboard who dare to cooperate with the US and other western countries’ think tanks, be it in the universities or any academic study center concerning Hezb Allah regime in Iran.
Iranian scholars who used to travel to Iran under innocent looking visit of their families while collecting first hand political, social, and economic information, and writing their papers without Hezb Allah’s censorship can not continue their activity under Ahmadinejad’s government. What Hezb Allah is saying, by arresting Esfandiari and other scholars, is from now on you are not going to have first hand knowledge of Iran under the Islamic Republic regime. Espionage accusation of these scholars for the Israel and US by the Hezb Allah based on the assumption that knowledge provided by these scholars about the IR facilitates destruction of the regime, which is the known enemy of Israel and US.                

These scholars and journalist, who openly criticize the Islamic Republic, oppose the US decisive response to the IR threatening challenges based on the opinion that Iranian people will overthrow IR because there is so much political opposition to the IR regime, which are being reported daily. While this argument was well received by Khatami’s people mainly for the safety net it created for IR from the US regime change scheme in Iran; Ahmadinejad administration rejected that.  After these arrests, the pro engagement Iranian activists with IR lost their support in Iran. The prevailing opinion among them is this will strengthen the pro regime change, in President Bush administration. Ali Larijani, the chief negotiator of Islamic Republic uranium enrichment program with Europeans, shed some lights in his speech to the political commissars of Revolutionary Guard. He accused some Iranians in the west for creating a false impression that Islamic Republic will collapse under internal opposition and this postpones acceptance if IR as a emerging nuclear power by the west.          
From its inception Islamic Republic’s ideology did not change at all. But IR capability and sophistication politically and militarily improved considerably. Destruction of the Saddam’s regime in Iraq and Taliban’s regime in Afghanistan by the US removed strategic enemies of IR. Also, the collapse of Soviet Union created a territorial buffer zone for the historically dominating enemy of Iran, Russia. Islamic Republic never felt its hands so unrestrained. IR’s planed foreign aggression based on its behavior is undeniable. As we can speculate no IR internal outrageous action such as these arrests can have any meaningful foreign interferences, but we must wait for IR’s similar Poland or Kuwait invasion to take place to see how free world confront Islamic Reoublic.
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